Worms and ants
Flies, snails and bees
Keep close house-guard,
Lest they freeze;
Oh, with how sad
And solemn an eye
Each fish stares up
Into the sky.
In dread lest his
Wide watery home
At night shall solid
Ice become.
NOWEL
Holly dark: pale Mistletoe---
Christmas Eve is come, and lo,
Wild clash the bells across the snow,
Waits in the dark streets carolling go ;
*Nowel! Nowel!' they shout---and, oh,
How live out the day !
Each breath I breathe turns 'to a sigh ;
My heart is flown away;
The things I see around me seem
Entranced with light---as in a dream ;
The candles dazzle in my eyes,
And every leaping fireflame tries
To sing, what none could say.
SANTA   GLAUS
"Hast thou, in Fancy, trodden where lie
Leagues of ice beneath the sky?
Where bergs, like palaces of light,
Emerald, sapphire, crystal white,
Glimmer in the polar night ?
Hast thou heard in dead of dark
The mighty Sea-lion's shuddering bark ?
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